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Dear Reader, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to support the efforts of the Boston Book Festival and their 
annual short story publication, One City One Story. Celebrating and enhancing the role 
of arts and culture in the lives of our residents has been a top priority of my 
administration. Recent programs supporting individual artists, prioritizing public art, 
and working with local institutions to create nontraditional, affordable performance 
and rehearsal spaces all help integrate art and artists into the daily life of our city.  
 
Initiatives such as the Boston Book Festival’s One City One Story also bring the literary 
arts to our residents where they live, work, and play. Encountering short fiction at 
farmers’ markets, coffee shops, festivals, City offices, and transit stations reminds 
Boston readers of the centrality of great literature to the life of our city and encourages 
us all to engage not only with a great story, but also with each other.  
 
This year’s story, written by Somerville author Daphne Kalotay, offers a particularly 
poignant message about resilience and recovery, as well as about the power of 
storytelling to build connections between people of different generations and 
backgrounds. I hope this story will inspire reading, reflection, and discussion, and I 
encourage you to participate in the conversation. As always, print copies of the story 
are available throughout Greater Boston free of charge in both English and Spanish, as 
well as online in several additional languages. 
 
 
Happy reading! 
 

 
Martin J. Walsh 
Mayor of Boston 
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